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Abstract 
In the handball game individual tactical action is, as we already know, decisive for pursuing performance. Full mastery of the 
technical and tactical aspect within the attack compartment allows the destabilization of the increasingly aggressive and solid 
defence. 
What is the current strategic behavioural preference of the international high performance player regarding the use of 
individual manoeuvre forms: the "remote" one or the "close" one? To answer this problem we used, in the analytical, 
comparative and statistical manner, 199 shares indexed to 21 players within 12 matches held at the Handball WC in 2013. Our 
study reveals, by studying the leading teams players of this competition, an individual behavior based on "remote" duelling, 
with large/medium-built strong athletes, displaying speed qualities.  
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1. Introduction 
Before considering this tactical action, it is important to recall some definitions and to clarify some concepts 
specific to the topic to be discussed. According to Sotiriu, 1998, by performing manoeuvres you seek refuge from 
the defender’s screening, who aims to achieve demarking (a tactical procedure). In the same context, Bayer 
(1993) emphasizes that the overtaking manoeuvre "1 versus 1" is an attacking tactical intention in which the 
attacker tries to win the fight with a defender, for an optimal positioning to shoot a goal (demarking holding the 
ball or demarking the throwing arm) or to press an opponent to pass or to manoeuvre once again. The same 
author also states that the overtaking manoeuvre can be remote or close, according to the different defending 
manners and the attacker’s capabilities. We can define these two concepts, or manoeuvre forms, as follows: 
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• the remote manoeuvre is acting, feinting relatively far from the defender, in the direction of the free space, in 
a dynamic pace and skilful manner in order to move/avoid the direct defender using as little contact with the 
opponent as possible.
• the close manoeuvre is acting, feinting in a space close to the direct defender, seeking penetration to the open 
route in a dynamic pace, this manoeuvre being often based on the physical qualities of the attacker.  
This paper fits the standardization according to the game model, a component of the rationalization of training 
and part of the scientific design of teaching (instructional design). Our approach takes into account the research 
made by Colibaba & Bota (1998) who emphasize that technical and tactical behaviour are subject to the training 
process in relation to the frequency of use during the game.  
The objective of our analysis is to highlight the trends in the use of the overtaking manoeuvre forms by 
handball players located at the 9-meter line, in order to provide a process of training young players consistent 
with the current and possibly with the future high performance handball game. 
2. Problems 
It is known that lined or layered defences employed at high performance level are becoming more and more 
robust and aggressive, and one of the means used to destabilize them is the rational use of individual action. 
Following this premise, we questioned the current strategic behavioural preference of players from the 9-meter 
line, regarding the use of the individual forms of manoeuvre, "remote" or "close". 
3. Methodology 
To conduct this study we used the observation method, the comparative method and the statistical method. 21 
players from four teams (France, Denmark, Croatia, Spain) were analyzed during 12 games. The total number of 
shares was 199 indexed individual actions. 
The means employed: video equipment, watching the semifinals and finals of the 2013 World Cup live, the 
listing of individual actions, observation grids, statistical tables, "Sport Code Elite" software, "Dartfish" software. 
The conditions for analysis: individual actions (1 versus 1) of the attackers on the 9 meter line, deployed 
opposite the pivot position in the positional attack and in the transition one, in the full team attack phases (six 
against six) and without the application of the arbitration rule, "passive play", were considered.  
4. Analysis 
The French team uses the individual close manoeuvre, in a relative priority order (60.34%) (Fig. 1).The 
main actors are Karabatic, a strong player with a large build, and Narcisse, a player with a medium build 
(Table 1) possessing explosive physical qualities and speed.  
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                   Table 1. Statistical representation of the use of close and remote manoeuvres - France 9 m line                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Denmark’s attacks, the remote manoeuvre is used preferentially, with a distribution of 75% (see Fig. 1).  
The main players who used this individual manoeuvre were Hansen and Lauge (Table 2), medium-built, strong 
and explosive players. 
        Table 2. Statistical representation of the use of close and remote manoeuvres – Denmark 9 m line 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Croatia's offensive game, the remote overtaking manoeuvre is used at a rate of 62% (Fig. 1).  
The main users are Duvnjak and Bicanic (Table 3), players with a large build, strong and with speed qualities. 
        Table 3. Statistical representation of the use of close and remote manoeuvres – Croatia 9 m line                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*(1) 6-0 = type of defence met; *(2)A = the close overtaking manoeuvre ; *(3)D = the remote overtaking manoeuvre. 
Build / 
weight 
France vs. 
Croatia  *(1)(6-0) Germany (6-0) Tunisia (6-0) Total 
 A (*2) D (*3) A D A D A D 
1.96/102 Karabatic 5 2 4 3 5 6 14 11 
1.89/93 Narcisse 5 4 3 4 1 0 9 8 
1.99/103 Fernandez 1 2 1 0 1 0 3 2 
1.95/95 Barachet 1 2 0 0 4 1 5 3 
1.94/104 Acambray 2 0 0 0 1 1 3 1 
1.82/80 Abalo 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
 
Total 15 10 8 7 12 8 
35 
(60.34%) 
23 
(39.66%) 
Build  / 
weight 
Denmark vs. 
Croatia (6-0) Spain (6-0) Russia (5-1) Total 
A D A D A D A D 
1.92/93 Hansen 0 3 1 6 2 4 3 13 
1.93/96 Lauge 2 6 1 3 2 5 5 14 
2.12/101 Markussen 0 1 0 1 1 2 1 4 
1.96/97 Mollgaard 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
1.92/95 Sondergaard 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 2 
 
Total 3 11 2 11 6 11 
11 
(25%) 
33 
(75%) 
Build / 
weight 
   Croatia vs. 
Denmark (6-0) Slovenia (6-0) France (6-0) Total 
A D A D A D A D 
1.97/99 Duvnjak 2 12 2 6 1 5 5 23 
2.10/108 Kopljar 4 0 4 0 2 1 10 1 
1.94/95 Bicanic 3 4 2 3 3 3 8 10 
1.95/90 Mandalinic 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 3 
1.94/93 Vukovic 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
 
Total 10 21 8 9 6 9 
24 
(38%) 
39 
(62%) 
200   Ioan Rudi Prisăcaru /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  117 ( 2014 )  197 – 202 
 
 
The Spanish team play is based on remote duelling in a proportion of 62.50% (Fig. 1). The main users are 
Entrerrios, Canellas (players with a large build, strong and explosive) and Sarmiento, a medium-built player 
(Table 4) possessing qualities of speed. 
                                     Table 4. Statistical representation of the use of close and remote manoeuvres – Spain 9 m line                    
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Fig. 1. Tendencies in the use “1 versus 1” overtaking manoeuvres 
5. Findings 
The analysis of the four teams reveals the preferences for either of the two types of manoeuvres by the players 
on the 9 m line positions. Overall, players tend to use remote overtaking more (58%) as compared to close 
overtaking (42%). 
If we do not count the data for the French team (60.34% for close manoeuvres and 39.66% for remote 
manoeuvres - see Fig. 1) we notice a bigger difference between the two forms of operation. In fact, the other 
three teams used the individual remote manoeuvre in an overall proportion of 66% as compared to close 
manoeuvres, with 34% (Fig. 2). This means that the players at 9 m line belonging to the other nations analyzed 
(Denmark, Croatia, Spain) are remote manoeuvre-oriented. It is important to mention at this point that these three 
teams finished the competition on the first three places, Spain winning the championship. 
Build  / 
weight 
Spain  vs. 
Slovenia (6-0) Denmark (6-0) Serbia (6-0) Total 
A D A D A D A D 
1.94/100 Entrerrios 3 7 0 2 0 1 3 10 
1.86/76 Sarmiento 5 5 0 2 1 4 6 11 
1.98/100 Canellas 2 4 3 7 0 0 5 11 
1.91/93 Garcia 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 1 
1.97/105 Maqueda 2 1 3 0 0 1 5 2 
 
Total 12 17 7 12 2 6 
21 
(37.50%) 
35 
(62.50%) 
201 Ioan Rudi Prisăcaru /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  117 ( 2014 )  197 – 202 
"Close" 
overtaking 
maneuver
34%
"Remote" 
overtaking 
maneuver
66%
 
Fig. 2. Comparative statistical representation on the use of overtaking forms - 
  Denmark, Spain and Croatia players 
6. Training suggestions for players 
If we follow this trend, we find that developing and consolidating the overtaking remote manoeuvre becomes 
essential in the training of young players. Considering the morphological profiles, the physical, perceptual, 
decision-making, motor and mental qualities of players, this form of individual manoeuvre should be (along with 
the close manoeuvre) part of the register of technical and tactical means of attackers playing on the 9 m line. 
     By focusing on personalized training (considered by Ghermănescu et al. (1983) to be an important feature of 
the training model for juniors) players will pursue the acquisition of the following objectives: 
• perception, evaluation, decision, distance from the defender, linking technical and tactical tasks and the motor 
skills of the attacker to be always performed in front of an opponent; 
• change of pace, speed of reaction and movement in order to surprise the opponent; 
• execution power to maintain / build on the "capital" gained from the direct confrontation with the defender; 
• mental awareness of the young player about the desire to accept the duel and outsmart the opponent; 
• understanding the remote overtaking manoeuvre: to make the player perceive why, when, where and how the 
manoeuvre (feint with catching the ball, before catching the ball, or carrying the ball) depending on the 
capacities of the attacker and the attitudes of the defence encountered. 
7. Study limitations 
Our study contains certain limitations: short research duration, limited volume of data, players, teams and 
matches to be analyzed, the subjectivity of the qualitative interpretation of the observed actions. 
Before adopting a firm position, we need to obtain a scientific confirmation of our findings from a study based on 
more data and subjects. A more congruent statistical validation would provide more relevance to our results. 
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